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AUSTRALIAN  UNIVERSITY RUGBY TEAM EAGER TO RETAIN 
ASHES 

 
The Australian University Rugby League team are UK bound set to retain the Ashes 
title they won in 2003 with a two game series against Great Britain on the 15th and 
19th December, 2004. 
 
A twenty-one man squad departed Brisbane on Sunday 21st November for a four 
week tour involving games against some of Europe and the United Kingdom’s best 
rugby universities including France, England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland. The tour 
will culminate in the two game Ashes series against the Great Britain Academic 
Lions. 
 
Combining the talent of Australia’s best university rugby league players, the 
Australian University Rugby League (AURL) tour manager, Mr Mike Loftus, is 
confident his team can retain the Ashes they won convincingly in Australia in 2003.  
 
“This year we have a very strong squad with a large number of new players coming 
into the squad while retaining the talent of Jordan Atkins, Matthew McKinnon, Gerard 
Parle, Michael Giorgas, Adam Baker and Brett Spears from the 2003 team,” said Mr 
Loftus.  
 
“From previous tours we know the games will be tough but we have proven we can 
mix it with the best and are looking forward to our first match-up against France on 
the 26th November,” he added.  

Of the twenty-one man squad, Macquarie University, the University of Southern 
Queensland and University of Wollongong are the best represented with three 
players a piece followed by James Cook University, the University of Technology 
Sydney and Australian College of Physical Education with two players per uni.  

To be eligible for the AURL team, players were required to compete at the 
Queensland Universities versus NSW Universities match where NSW defeated 
Queensland 38 – 26. 

-Ends- 
 
Further Information: Toni Bush 
    Commercial Coordinator 
    Australian University Sport 
    ph: (07) 3832 9874/0403 182 089 
     
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
2004 Australian University Rugby League Tour 

19 November – 22 December 
 

Tour Manager: Mike Loftus 
Manager: Bob Lennox 
Coach: Murray Hurst 

Asst Coach: Grant Stephenson 
Asst Coach: Mick Williams 

Medical Support: Shanon Cuskelly 
Medical Support: Mike Dutton 

 
 
 

Athlete University 
Patrick Allendorf Macquarie University 
Sam Williams Macquarie University 
Cade Sutherland Macquarie University 
Jason Edmonstone University of Southern Queensland 
Tony Morris University of Southern Queensland 
Jordan Atkins University of Southern Queensland 
Steve Carlon University of Wollongong 
Brendon Reeves University of Wollongong 
Ratu Suka University of Wollongong 
Matthew McKinnon University of Queensland – Gatton 
Gerard Parle University of Central Queensland 
Michael Green James Cook University 
Michael Giorgas James Cook University 
Joel Attenborough University of Technology Sydney 
Ryan Smith University of Technology Sydney 
Ali Kourouche University of Western Sydney 
Tony McFadyen Australian College of Physical Education 
Clint Lovering Australian College of Physical Education 
Adam Baker Griffith University 
Michael Moore Charles Sturt University 
Brett Spears Southern Cross University 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2004 Australian University Rugby League Tour 
19 November – 22 December 

Game Schedule 
 
Date Opponent Venue 
Friday 26 November France Villeneuve, France 
Wednesday 1 December England Blackheath, England 
Sunday 5 December Wales Treorchy, Wales 
Wednesday 8 December Ireland Limerick, Ireland 
Sunday 12 December Scotland Edinburgh, Scotland 
Wednesday 15 December Great Britain  

1st Ashes Test 
Dewsbury, England 

Sunday 19 December Great Britain  
2nd Ashes Test 

Warrington, England 

 
 


