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To all the members, we would like to acknowledge and commend you on the way you remained supportive and 
engaged with both UniSport and your colleagues throughout 2020, as an industry we should be very proud with 
how we collectively survived the year. 

2021 has already started to show the important role sport plays in assisting universities encourage students 
back onto campus through the significant uptake in social sport.

In 2020 two long-serving appointed Directors Peter McGrath and Prof Tim Brailsford (Universities Australia 
appointment) completed their terms and we thank them for their valuable contribution over many years. We 
wish to acknowledge the tremendous contribution that all Directors have made in 2020, preparing for, and 
participating in many additional Board and Committee meetings as well as supporting the broader membership. 

As the university sport sector emerges from the year of 2020 and welcomes students back on campus and sport 
programs re commence, we look forward to further supporting and representing our members in 2021. 

David Schmude
Chair

Chair/CEO Report
In view of the impact of Covid-19 on UniSport Australia (UniSport) in 2020, it was considered appropriate to 
provide a combined Chair/CEO report for this annual report.

As the whole world experienced, 2020 became a year of survival and UniSport was no different. The year started 
with great anticipation, the University Basketball League was ready to be launched together with a  greater focus 
on member servicing including the conceptualisation of the industry wide advocacy strategy, and a full year 
of events planned, culminating with Nationals in Perth. Very quickly all activity was shut down as the whole of 
Australia began to understand the significant impact of a pandemic.

As the potential longer-term impact of Covid-19 began to be understood, the UniSport Board reassessed 
forecast and refocused the business for 2020. The Board developed three principles to guide the organisation 
through this uncertain environment. It was agreed that:

1. UniSport survives
2. The members reserves were protected
3. The staff were treated equitably

The Board would particularly like to acknowledge the extensive work undertaken by the FARM committee chaired 
by Frank Laezza and Camilla Andren-Long (General Manager Finance) in preparing the numerous reforecasts 
required during this period.

The UniSport staff should also be acknowledged for their willingness to accept reduced wages for the full year, 
supporting the organisation’s survival as well as ensuring UniSport retained its work force, ready for 2021. The 
overall financial loss of $220,000 should be seen in context of the unique challenges that we collectively faced. 
Although disappointing that we should incur another loss, it was a far better outcome than what we had initially 
anticipated with the cancellation of all events for the year.

UniSport quickly refocused its delivery to an online model and initiated a range of workshops and engagement 
sessions which were implemented by the Member Services team. Lead by Donna Spethman (General Manager 
Governance and Member Services), the Member Services team should be acknowledged for their creative 
approach to member servicing. 

We would like to thank our partners, especially UniBank and BP Australia who, despite restricted opportunities, 
maintained their support and enthusiasm for the industry in 2020.

From an international perspective, very little was possible and thus engagement with FISU was limited and at 
the time of writing, the 2021 World University Games has recently been postponed. It appears the effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic will continue to affect us all for some time yet.

CEO footnote
Finally, UniSport would like to thank outgoing Chair David Schmude (University of New England) who stepped down as Chair in December 
2020 and has been replaced by Chris Massey (The University of Western Australia). 

David will continue as a Board member and maintain his role as Oceania President and FISU delegate. David has been involved with the Board 
for five years, two as Chair and has been a strong advocate for the regional universities as well as the development and implementation of 
the National Leagues.

Mark Sinderberry
Chief Executive Officer
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It is my great honour to be appointed Chair of the 
Australian Sports Commission.
 
Like so many Australians, sport has been a 
cornerstone of my life and has shaped me in ways 
I could never have imagined. I am passionate in my 
belief in sport’s unrivalled ability to unite, inspire, 
and build healthier, stronger communities and I am 
committed to ensuring that every Australian who 
wants to be part of a sports community, in any role 
they see fit to participate, enjoys the extraordinary 
benefits and grows as a result of their engagement 
with the sport of their choice.
 
2020 was a year like no other, and while it has 
required an incredible resilience to get to this point, 
our sports will continue to be challenged in 2021 and 
beyond as we emerge from the pandemic. However, 
we know sport will play a crucial role in the nation’s 
rebuilding efforts, which presents us with great 
opportunities as well.
 
There is already much to look forward to. Nothing 
inspires and invokes our Aussie pride quite like an 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, and we will continue 
to put the health and safety of our athletes front and 
centre as they finalise their preparations for Tokyo 
in July and August. After waiting an extra year, we 
can’t wait to finally see our green and gold athletes 
in action.
 
The announcement earlier this year of the IOC’s 
recommendation of South-East Queensland as 
its preferred bid candidate for the 2032 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games has provided another 
significant injection of optimism across our sector. 
For the young boys and girls enjoying their sport and 
dreaming of representing their country, this is an 
announcement that makes the possibility of a home 
Games more tangible and real. 
 
Between Tokyo and what we all hope will be 
confirmation of a successful Brisbane bid, some of 
the world’s biggest sporting events will converge on 
our shores, presenting more wonderful opportunities 
for Australian sport to thrive over the next decade 
and beyond. 
 

We’ll never forget the astonishing scenes when the 
Australian Women’s cricket team claimed the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup in Melbourne last year, and 
our Men’s team will have their chance to replicate 
that feat when they host the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup in 2022. Next year Australia will also host the 
FIBA Women’s World Cup of Basketball, then in 2023, 
the FIFA Women’s World Cup. 2027 also presents 
another golden opportunity, with our bid to bring the 
Rugby World Cup back to Australia for the first time 
since 2003. And this is just to name a handful of the 
world class sport on offer in the coming years on top 
of our local, state and national competitions.

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC), comprising 
Sport Australia and the Australian Institute of 
Sport (AIS), is proud to support sport at all levels 
throughout Australia, on behalf of the Australian 
Government. While we support our athletes 
competing at the pinnacle of world competition, we 
continue to focus on nurturing and developing sport 
at the community level with the help of our partners 
across the industry.
 
The sporting pyramid needs to be built on a strong 
base. When we are able to grow the grassroots of 
sport by focussing on our participants and volunteers 
and get that formula right, our high performance 
programs ultimately flourish. This is pivotal time for 
our sector but out of the recent uncertainty comes 
an opportunity to refocus our goals and consider the 
role that each of us can play in rebuilding a stronger, 
leaner and healthier sports industry.

Yours sincerely,

Josephine Sukkar AM

A message from the Chair of the 
Australian Sports Commission
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Member Services
In 2020, UniSport was able to further focus on its member servicing and deliver programs and services that 
assisted members in a challenging year. 

Member Service Agreements
The member service agreement outlines a suite of services that UniSport offers its members. These services 
are separated into core and optional services. Core services are offered to all members. Optional services can 
be specifically selected. In 2020 members were able to select from the optional services based on relevance, 
resources and alignment to their own strategic goals and objectives. The member service team worked with 
each member to deliver on the services identified. 

Across the services available to members, 12 of the 17 optional services were delivered in 2020. The five services 
unable to be delivered were due to the cancellation of events due to Covid-19. 

Participation
Despite a lean year of events, UniSport assisted members to deliver over 25 intervarsity events held across the 
membership, predominantly in the east, north and west region. Support ranged from event endorsement to 
competition management of various tournaments. 

Engagement
UniSport provided more engagement opportunities for members across 2020. With the use of online meeting 
platforms, UniSport not only held quarterly meetings with members and online regional forums but also held 
numerous conversation cafes for CEOs, members and clubs’ officers. The aim of the conversation cafes was to 
bring the sector together to share and discuss issues impacting the status of members and sport on campuses. 
Members were also invited to participate in several working groups which were developed to immediately 
respond to the changing environment. The topics for these working groups included:

•  Advocacy

•  Elite athlete program

•  Online platforms

•  Relaunch university sport

•  Uni Leagues

In addition, there was a working group for each region to address the intervarsity competition schedule that was 
impacted by event cancellations. 

As a result of the work achieved by these working groups, the groups that focused on advocacy, elite athletes 
and uni leagues were relevant to continue as ongoing working groups. 

Capacity Building
Four Clubs Officer conversation cafés were held in addition to live webinars on specific topics including: fundraising 
for clubs, social media strategies for clubs, inclusion strategies for clubs and working with clubs during Covid-19.
A series of leadership interviews were held, with key persons from the university sport industry in a live interview 
series. In total, eight interviews were recorded and promoted via the members area of the website.

A number of live webinars were provided to members covering topics including: Be The Influence facilitators 
workshop, incident management, managing sports events, Pride In Sport, social media strategies, managing 
volunteers, FISU Healthy Campus, mental agility, esport strategies, UniMoves and how to use Canva for marketing 
materials. 

In total, 23 webinars and leadership interviews were held from April to October with over 200 people attending 
live and an 8.4 average participation satisfaction level. 

Across 4 x 2-hour workshop sessions, UniSport provided an opportunity for 12 CEOs to be part of a pilot Leading 
Teams workshop series. This workshop series allowed the select group of CEOs to work as a group to further 
enhance their leadership skills as well as forming a network to share experiences and challenges. This pilot 
program was deemed a success and will continue into 2021.

The member resource section of the website was expanded in 2020 to include over 150 resources covering 
UniSport Nationals, UniSport conferences, webinars, interviews, elite athletes, event endorsement, industry 
best practice, university sport clubs, social sport and student leadership. These resources are updated monthly 
to ensure accurate information and sources.

webinars with 
200 people23 EDMs 

sent15
hours in total with 12 CEOs - 
Leading Teams Workshops8 Member stories 

promoted80
Club Officer 
Conversation cafes4

resources 
produced150

leadership 
interviews8
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International Opportunities
UniSport again offered an opportunity for members to tour universities in the Pac 12 region of the United States 
of America. This tour was offered in conjunction with the MOU UniSport has with the Pac 12 Conference. UniSport 
staff member Kylie Bloodworth and member Dave Graham (Southern Cross University) visited five universities 
across the region gaining further insight into programs that focus on social sport, inclusion and diversity as well 
as intervarsity competitions. The tour was cut short however due to the Covid-19 outbreak. 

The FISU Forum was another international opportunity open to UniSport members to attend. The event was held 
online for the first time with the following delegate representation from Australia;

• Siobhan James and Penny Channon from UniSport Australia

• Martin Doulton from Monash University

• David Russell from Curtin University

• Daniel Israel from Curtin University

• Ian Fitzpatrick from The University of Western Australia

• Jason Slater from Federation University

The FISU Volunteer Leaders Academy was yet another event moved to an online format in 2020. UniSport 
nominated two students to attend; Maxine Qua, Doctor of Philosophy, The University of Western Australia 
and Anthony Wasson, Bachelor of Sport Development, Western Sydney University. Ben Hall, Bachelor of Law/
Bachelor of Criminology, Deakin University was also selected as FISU Oceania’s representative. All three students 
graduated and have been appointed to the role of FISU Student Ambassador for 2020-2021. 

UniSport Conference and Annual General Meeting
With the cancellation of the in-person conference the Annual General Meeting (AGM) was moved to an online 
format. This format allowed higher representation from the membership than would normally occur in a face-to-
face environment. In addition to the AGM, the 2020 university sports award winners were also announced.  

Industry Research
The Sport Sector Survey is an annual survey conducted by UniSport to establish a data set for members enabling 
them to benchmark their own results against like universities in the areas of clubs, facilities, staffing structures 
and distribution of budget spend. 

In 2020, UniSport further expanded the sector data analysis to include sponsorship of community or professional 
teams as well as an online portal to access results and comparable data. 

UniSport also commenced planning for a longitudinal research project. The proposed research project aims 
to examine the role of extra curricula activity and engagement on university students’ experience, academic 
performance, health and wellbeing, and graduate employability. With increased online learning and more social 
isolation than ever before, it is important to understand how young adults are coping during and determine what 
role universities can play to ensure the happiness, health and well-being of its students.

The project will evaluate the role sport, physical activity and social belonging has on mental and physical health, 
wellbeing, while also measuring student’s academic attendance, academic performance and potentially graduate 
outcomes. The purpose of the research will offer evidence for universities and the greater community on how 
to nurture and create resilient and strong young adults. The outcomes will determine the role of extra curricula 
activity on the wellbeing and health of young adults, while highlighting the responsibility universities have in the 
social development and wellbeing of university graduates.  

Advocacy & Lobbying 
One of UniSport’s key objectives is to ensure that University Sport is understood, respected and valued within the 
tertiary education sector and broader sport industry across Australia. The Advocacy working group established 
short, medium and long term deliverables for UniSport to achieve.

Short term (by mid 2020)
• Communicate directly to Vice Chancellors highlighting experiences that showcase the potential for 

sport participation to build on student outcomes. This was especially important as budgets were being 
prepared for the impact of students returning to campus post pandemic. 

Medium term (by end of 2020)
•  Produce an advocacy paper that succinctly describes the value of sport to the sector, anchored in 

language that universities use in detailing strategic priorities. This advocacy paper will include quantitative 
data that provides detail on the return on investment for sport. 

Long term
•  Have student engagement included as a permanent part of the annual Quality Indicators for Learning and 

Teaching survey

•  Implement a longitudinal study which quantifies the link between participation and student engagement/
success

•  Establish sport (and UniSport) as a valued partner of universities which is critical in helping them achieve 
their strategic objectives. 

UniMoves
The UniMoves program continued to provide support for universities to further engage their staff and students 
in on campus and online activity in 2020. With lockdowns in place early in the year, the program and the relevant 
university apps were well positioned to pivot quickly to online workouts and activities to keep people moving and 
connected to their university during home isolation periods. In total, there were 12 universities involved in the 
UniMoves program during 2020.
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Regional Reports

The North region in 2020 were able to undertake several successful events and programs despite the varied 
Covid-19 challenges. Highlights include:

• A successful Intervarsity Bowl multisport event held in September attracting over 20 teams across five 
sports and hosted by Griffith University (Nathan Campus)

• James Cook University Sport conducted a student survey which highlighted the value students place on 
sport engagement whilst at university

• The Student Guild at Griffith University on the Gold Coast implemented an extensive student consultation 
process asking students about campus services and facilities. The aim was to develop an understanding 
of what students identified as their priority areas for support in achieving success in their student life. 
The top two priority areas identified by students were support with keeping physically and mentally 
healthy as well as support for managing time effectively

• Queensland University of Technology (QUT) held an intervarsity League of Legends championship with 
10 universities from across the nation competing. QUT also launched the Women’s League of Legends 
Tournament and introduced an Esports scholarship program

• Southern Cross University integrated live consultations for their physiotherapy students as part of their 
UniMoves program. This live streaming assisted students to still gain their practical clinical experience in 
a Covid-19 environment

North

The year commenced with La Trobe University opening its indoor stadium at the multimillion-dollar redevelopment 
of Sports Park in Bundoora, Victoria.

With the onset restrictions and subsequent lockdowns, Victorian institutions pivoted to online engagement, 
keeping connected and engaged with their students. Each institution experienced varying levels of engagement 
throughout the year in their online activities including:

•  Deakin University and Federation University delivering online fitness challenges to students via its 
UniMoves program

•  High participation levels from Victorian students in UniSport online events

•  South Australian institutions hosted 11 competitions throughout their SA Challenge event held from 
August to October. In addition, two online competitions (Zwift and Esports) were held with positive 
participation numbers and Wheelchair Basketball being offered for the first time. Congratulations to The 
University of Adelaide for winning the overall title from the SA Challenge events

South

• The University of Queensland (UQ) resurfaced their 18 tennis hardcourts at the UQ Sport Tennis Centre 
in time for the summer semester of social sport. Their summer social sport competition saw a double in 
enrolments after an interrupted year. UQ Sport also revealed their new brand which more closely aligns 
with the university’s signature colours

• University of New England launched new online initiatives via their SportUNE Wellness Hub. This online 
portal included a variety of online initiatives to engage students, staff and the wider Armidale community. 
The University was also able to officially open their newly redeveloped indoor swimming pool in the 
second half of the year. This $9M development includes the use of state-of-the-art geothermal heating 
technology, greatly improving the overall carbon footprint of the facility

• University of the Sunshine Coast (USC) hosted the Queensland hub of the Suncorp Super Series Netball 
League at USC stadium. USC also hosted multiple professional and national sporting teams from the 
NRL, cycling and swimming, providing athletes with high-performance training facilities in lead up to 
competitions



13

Members in NSW and ACT were able to host and participate in several successful events and programs in 2020. 
Highlights include:

•  Australian Catholic University (ACU) hosted a successful squash intervarsity event in October involving 
four other universities from the region. ACU also announced a new partnership with Brothers Rugby Club 
exposing players and students to cutting edge sport science and enhancing educational opportunities 
for both organisations

• Australian College of Physical Education (ACPE) hosted the inaugural Sport Industry Summit in 
November, and launched the TimeOut talks in April which were developed to assist the industry in the 
face of COVID-19 challenges. ACPE also welcomed a number of new partners including BMR Coaching 
Academy, UFC Gym, Collective Leisure and Macarthur FC

•  Avondale (AVON) ran a highly successful student social sport competitions on campus towards the end 
of the year with basketball, modified indoor touch and indoor soccer competitions attracting a total of 
36 teams

•  Macquarie University (MQU) hosted several intervarsity activities engaging many local universities 
including ultimate, touch, futsal and indigenous events. They also ran a successful online student 
leadership program which involved sport students, sport scholars, club executives and Nationals team 
leaders

•  The Australian National University (ANU) hosted several sports as part of the annual Black Mountain 
Battle intervarsity event with UC. They also participated in the inaugural Canberra InTRIvarsity event

•  The University of New South Wales (UNSW) were involved in several local intervarsity opportunities at 
the end of 2020, including hosting a hockey event. They also launched an Active Women: UNSW 2025 
Women’s Sport and Active Recreation Strategy in March, the first Australian university to launch such a 
strategy

•  The University of Sydney (USYD) appointed Ed Smith as the new CEO of Sydney Uni Sport and Fitness, 
following Ed fulfilling the interim CEO role for several months. USYD also celebrated 30 years of their elite 
athlete program and hosted a successful 3x3 intervarsity event involving UTS and MQU in November

•  University of Canberra (UC) hosted the inaugural Canberra InTRIvarsity event with UC, ANU and ACU 
contesting women’s netball and mixed touch competitions. UC claimed the title for 2020, along with the 
annual Black Mountain Battle event against ANU

• University of Technology Sydney (UTS) hosted a highly competitive basketball and netball series against 
USYD and UNSW. UTS won the women’s and mixed netball series against UNSW, the women’s basketball 
series against USYD, and the mixed netball series against USYD

•  University of Wollongong (UOW) ran a successful UOW Tottenham Hotspur Global Football Program 
and hosted a number of national teams on campus who benefited from using their facilities for training 
including the Gold Coast Suns and Wellington Phoenix. They also partnered with the South Coast Blaze 
in their debut netball season

•  Western Sydney University (WS) participated in several local intervarsity events held and won both the 
men’s and women’s University League 9s competitions contested at the NSWRL Centre of Excellence in 
October

East

While internal border closures prevented the ability to host the 2020 Nationals in Perth, Western Australia, 
universities in the city were able to hold a small intervarsity event in 2020. This event included seven sports 
across a four-day competition period and was aptly named – The Western Series. With the support of UniSport 
and member universities in holding events on campus, the intervarsity event was held within Covid-19 safe 
guidelines and enabled students to participate in sport. Highlights for West region members include:

•  Edith Cowan University (ECU) attacted a high number of students to social sport activities once sport 
resumed on campus. ECU student leaders were instrumental in delivering these free activities ensuring 
their success. ECU also hosted three sports as part of the Western Series and secured Gold in the 
women’s futsal, women’s netball, mixed netball and women’s badminton.

•  The University of Western Australia (UWA) formed, hosted and won the inaugural Western University 
Indigenous Games. UWA Sport also launched their new Future Student Athlete recruitment initiative 
that provides information, support and a networking pathway for talented sports people to understand 
entry/scholarships and support mechanisms prior to attending UWA

West
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Principal Partners

Major Event Partners

Presenting Partners

Partners

Travel and Supporting Partners

Commercial Report - Partnerships
We are extremely grateful to all our partners for their ongoing support during 2020. In a year with so little activity 
our partners have collectively stayed engaged and willingly experimented with different engagement models.
Understandably many either deferred or renegotiated their contracts but significantly, all remained committed 
and have allowed UniSport to enter 2021 with a high degree of certainty.

Again, we thank our partners for seeing through an incredibly challenging year and enabling us to look forward to 
an exciting 2021 with a full program of activities.
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International

Name Degree University

Lily Dolton Masters of Physiotherapy The University of Queensland

Cara Feain-Ryan Bachelor of Speech Pathology The University of Queensland

Katherine Gamble Bachelor of Arts/Law Monash University

Edward Goddard Bachelor of Sports Communication and 
Media

Iona College (USA)

Emilie Guy Bachelor of Medical Science and Doctor of 
Medicine

Monash University

Ben Kelly Bachelor of Commerce The University of Melbourne

Michael Kernahan Bachelor of Science The University of Melbourne

Sarah Marvin Bachelor of Applied Science (Exercise 
Physiology)

The University of Sydney

Samantha Phillips Bachelor of Health, Sport and Physical 
Education

The University of Queensland

Kieren Tall Bachelor of Law The University of Notre Dame

Thomas Thorpe Bachelor of Business (Sport Management) Deakin University

Timothy Vincent Bachelor of Clinical Exercise Physiology Queensland University of Technology

Stephen Dinneen Team Manager

Nicholas Cross Physiotherapist

2020 FISU events
The impact of Covid-19 was felt throughout the FISU event calendar with the majority of World University 
Championships being cancelled. FISU was able to modify some events to an online format in addition to 
coordinating additional online challenges. This enabled an opportunity for a small number of student athletes 
(see tables below for team lists and results) to represent Australia throughout the year.

World University Cross Country Championship
The following team was selected and preparing for the Morocco event before the event was cancelled. This 
cancellation occurred within a few days of their scheduled departure.

Esports
Students from Australia and New Zealand were selected to compete for the Oceania region at FISU’s 
inaugural 2020 FISU eSports Challenge Football in July 2020. The FIFA20 competition ran for 11 days with 
32 male players and 12 female players contesting in separate virtual tournaments. Jessica Au (Monash 
University) and Dillon Gomes (Swinburne University of Technology) both reached the semi-finals in their 
tournaments but were unable to secure the grand final spot. 

Three students from Australia were selected to compete for Oceania:

Name Degree University Result

Jessica Au Bachelor of Medical Science & Doctor of 
Medicine

Monash University 4th

Dillon Gomes Bachelor of Business (Professional) Swinburne University of 
Technology

3rd

Zackary Marceau Bachelor of Digital Media & 
Communications 

Southern Cross University Quarterfinal 
loss

World University Mind Sports Championship 
The 2020 World University Mind Sports Championship was due to be held in Bydgoszcz, Poland from 
26-30 October. The transition to an online format allowed for a combined team of students from Monash 
University and The University of Sydney to represent Australia to compete in the sport of Bridge. The 
team had some very close matches against Indonesia and China but were unable to reach the quarter 
finals. 

The following students were selected to compete for Australia:

Name Degree University

Damon Flicker Bachelor of Commerce Specialist/Science Monash University 

Danica Fuller Bachelor of Paramedicine Monash University 

Tamara del Mel Bachelor of Science & Bachelor of Advanced 
Studies

The University of Sydney

Cameron Webb Bachelor of Engineering Honours 
(Aeronautical Engineering) & Bachelor of 
Science (Advanced)

The University of Sydney
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Sport Programs

Triathlon
In 2020, Nationals Triathlon was hosted as part of 
the Mooloolaba Triathlon on the Sunshine Coast, 
Queensland on Sunday 15 March. The event was 
fortunate to proceed, being held just one day prior 
to Covid-19 event restrictions being imposed in 
Queensland. Both men’s and women’s competitions 
were contested over the standard distance race, with 
the top 15 individual results in each race counting 
towards the team point score. 

In the men’s competition, a strong contingent from 
The University of Western Australia (UWA) saw them 
claim the pennant with Jonathan Sammut (Bachelor 
of Commerce, UWA) earning the gold medal in 
1:44:46. A local numerical advantage paid off for The 
University of Queensland who did enough to claim 
overall honours in the women’s competition. An 
outstanding individual performance from University 
of Canberra student, Penny Slater (Bachelor of 
Education) saw her take top spot on the women’s 
podium in a time of 2:05:46.

Nationals Championships

League of Legends
2020 was the third year that Nationals League of 
Legends has been recognised as a UniSport Nationals 
Div 1 pennant sport, with the competition growing by 
three teams from 2019. The competition was played 
online with teams participating in regional rounds 
before progressing through to national rounds. 
The national final was played between Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT) and The University 
of Auckland (New Zealand). QUT were successful in 
beating Auckland in the best-of-five final and claimed 
the Nationals Div 1 pennant.

The QUT Team was represented by William ‘Tekker’ 
Maranic (Bachelor of Engineering - Computer and 
Software Systems), Danny ‘Eden’ Nguyen (Bachelor 
of Information Technology), Jason ‘HinGooby’ 
Nguyen (Bachelor of Pharmacy), Lachlan ‘Nightfaller’ 
Pham (Bachelor of Radiation Therapy), Allister ‘Akira’ 
Provan (Bachelor of Information Technology) and 
Russell ‘Rusty’ Rosenberger (Bachelor of Sport and 
Exercise Science); all of whom are representatives 
of QUT’s Elite Athlete Program.

2020 saw the delivery of the inaugural UniSport Australia Esports Championships (UAEC). Building on the 
success of the League of Legends championships over the last four years, the UAEC saw 36 teams representing 
15 universities from across the country compete in a seven-week competition across three new sports of Rocket 
League, FIFA 20 and Super Smash Bros Ultimate. 

Delivered in partnership with the Australian Esports League (AEL) and supported by AOC Monitors, teams 
competed to win champion status and valuable points for their universities across the three titles, with one 
university emerging as the inaugural UAEC Champions. 

RMIT University were named UAEC Champions following a consistent performance across all three titles, with 
Griffith University winning Rocket League, Victoria University winning the FIFA 20 competition and Monash 
University winning Super Smash Bros Ultimate respectively.

UniSport Australia Esports Championships (UAEC)

As a result of Covid-19 halting all UniSport Nationals events, UniSport implemented a number of online 
competitions for its members and students. 

Online Competitions

Lockdown League Presented by UniBank
The Lockdown League presented by UniBank was 
developed in May as a fun competition to build 
student interaction, grow friendly inter-university 
rivalry and create a nationwide community 
environment during the pandemic lockdown. Online 
challenges were held over six weeks and attracted 
over 1,500 participants to the Facebook group. 
Western Sydney University demonstrated incredible 
spirit throughout and were ultimately crowned the 
Lockdown League Champions.  

Online Cycle Series
Together with Federation University Australia, the 
UniSport Online Cycle Series was developed using 
the Zwift platform as part of the SRAM Send It 
Series. Races were held over six weeks in both 
men’s and women’s competitions. 60 students, 
staff and alumni took part throughout the series, 
with University of South Australia (men) and Deakin 
University (women) claiming the top spots. 

Virtual Distance Running Championships
In lieu of a physical event, UniSport teamed up with 
Village Roadshow Gold Coast Marathon to take 
distance running virtual during the month of July. 
Distances included 5km, 10km, half marathon and 
marathon and was open to students, staff and alumni 
to represent their university. Queensland University 
of Technology topped the ladder in the women’s 
point score, whilst Monash University led the score 
in the men’s competition. 

Cheer and Dance – Online Edition
With the assistance of Australian All Star 
Cheerleading Federation (AASCF), UniSport hosted 
Cheer and Dance – Online Edition during October-
November. The competition attracted 374 student-
athletes, representing nine universities with 46 
routines being submitted in both cheer and dance 
categories. Queensland University of Technology 
cemented their reputation as strong contender at 
Nationals, claiming both the cheer and dance titles. 

UniSport conducted two National Championship events in 2020



21

UniSport Life Members
Life Member Awarded

John Campbell 2003

Tony Collings OAM (1937 – 2010) 2003

Robert Lawton 2003

Alf Lazer AM 2003

Paul Manning 2003

Hugh McKechnie 2003

Helen Ann Mitchell OAM 2003

James Voght 2003

Stephen Griffith 2004

Bruce Meakins 2004

Chris Solly 2006

Antony Gerard (Tony) Booth OAM 2008

Greg Harris 2008

Kevin Stapleton 2008

Jeff Fitzgerald 2010

Tom O’Sullivan (1957 – 2011) 2012

Shane Alvisio 2016

Timothy Lee 2016

Deidre Anderson 2019

Kim Guerin (1967 – 2018) 2019

Martin Doulton 2020

UniSport Employees
Executive
Mark Sinderberry Chief Executive Officer

General Managers (GM)
Camilla Andren-Long 
Leith Brooke
Kirsten Drower
Siobhan James
Donna Spethman

GM – Finance 
GM – Commercial
GM – Australian Masters Games (com Apr 2020) 
GM – International Programs and National Leagues
GM – Governance and Member Services

Member Relationship Managers (RM)
Mark Blomeley
Kylie Bloodworth
Tamara King

RM – North and West (dep Sep 2020)
RM – South
RM – East

Administration, Finance and International
Penny Channon
Charlotte Cosgrove
Catherine Marsh
Rita Moussa
Tiarny Prichard
Bec Robertson 
David Simon
Glenys Woolcock

Sports Program Coordinator – International and National Leagues (com Feb 2020)
Assistant Accountant (com Jan 2020)
Graphic Designer and Marketing Assistant (dep Feb 2020)
Finance Coordinator (dep Apr 2020)
Registrations and Systems Manager
Executive Assistant and HR Manager
Communications Manager (dep Apr 2020)
Company Secretary (dep Apr 2020)

Events
Eloise Ayre
Alex Blanksby
Natalie Broom
Matt Hunter
Samantha Leahy
Rian Murphy

Sport and Operations Manager - Nationals Championships
Event Coordinator – Nationals (com Mar – Jun 2020)
Project Manager – Nationals
Event Coordinator – Nationals (com Mar – Jun 2020)
Sports Program Coordinator – Nationals Championships (com Feb 2020)
Sport and Operations Manager – Nationals Div 1 and Div 2 (dep Jun 2020)

Event Coordinator – Nationals (com Jun 2020)
Event Coordinator – Nationals (com Jun 2020)
Sport and Operations Manager (com Jun 2020)

Australian Masters Games (AMG)
Alex Blanksby
Matt Hunter
Rian Murphy
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To the Directors of Unisport Australia Limited 
 
 
Auditor’s Independence Declaration under Section 307C of the Corporations Act 
2001 
 
 
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, during the year ended 31 December 2020 
there have been no contraventions of: 
 

(i) the auditor independence requirements as set out in the Corporations Act 2001 in relation 
to the audit; and 

 
(ii) any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit.  

 
 
 
 
 
Nexia Brisbane Audit Pty Ltd  
 
 
 
 
 
Gavin Ruddell 
Director 
 
Date: 15 April 2021 
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UniSport Australia
ABN 22 634 634 319 
Suite 1.12 
Sport House
150 Caxton St 
Milton QLD 4064

P 07 3876 2610
admin@unisport.com.au
unisport.com.au


