
New and emerging opportunities

Facilitator: Matthew Hunter, UniSport Australia



Sport

• Recent Additions
• 2023 AFL 9’s, Oztag, Rugby League 9’s
• 2024 Short Course Swimming

• Expressions of interest recently from:
• Dodgeball
• Downball
• Dragon Boat

• Dodgeball in a good position to potentially come on 
board in 2025, member & SOC support pending

• Dragon Boat NSO very keen

• Just EOI from Downball at this stage



2023 Nationals Gold Coast Team Numbers

Competition Name
Avg Squad 

Size
2023 Final 

Team Numbers

AFL 9's - Mixed 12 3

Badminton - Men 5 10

Badminton - Women 5 11

Basketball - Men 11 36

Basketball - Women 10 26

Beach Volleyball - Men 2 18

Beach Volleyball - Women 2 14

Beach Volleyball - Mixed 5 16

Football - Men 18 21

Football - Women 17 15

Handball - Mixed 10 5

Hockey - Men 16 10

Hockey - Women 16 13

Lacrosse 5's - Mixed 8 10

Lawn Bowls - Open 6 4

Netball - Women 12 26

Netball - Mixed 12 28

Competition Name
Avg Squad 

Size
2023 Final 

Team Numbers

OzTag 10 6

Rugby League 9s - Men 12 4

Rugby League 9s - Women 12 0

Rugby 7's - Men 11 10

Rugby 7's - Women 12 12

Sailing - Open 6 7

Squash - Mixed 3 4

Table Tennis - Men 5 11

Table Tennis - Women 5 5

Tennis - Men 5 18

Tennis - Women 5 16

Tenpin Bowling - Open 6 8

Touch - Men 13 10

Touch - Women 12 16

Touch - Mixed 12 15

Ultimate - Mixed 17 18

Volleyball - Men 9 24

Volleyball - Women 9 21

Water Polo - Men 11 11

Water Polo - Women 12 10

Individual Sports - Team Noms

Avg Squad 
Size

2023 Final 
Team Numbers

Cheer & Dance - Mixed 30 9

Cycling - Men 25 6

Cycling - Women 1 6

Fencing - Men 3 14

Fencing - Women 2 11

Golf - Men 3 12

Golf - Women 2 6

Judo - Men 3 13

Judo - Women 2 12

Kendo - Men 5 10

Kendo - Women 3 8

Rowing - Men 6 16

Rowing - Women 7 11

Taekwondo - Men 5 11

Taekwondo - Women 5 17



Policy – Allocation and review of UniSport sport status

1. Must be recognised by an international body and/or an NSO

2. Request must have support of NSO

3. Offer divisions which have support of the relevant NSO

4. The sport is consistent with UniSport strategy
1. That it also could provide significant contribution to university sport within 

Australia

2. A current network of clubs exist at Universities

5. Member support required by minimum 3 of 4 member regions (new for 
2024/25)

Process



What sports have strong clubs at 
University level that are not represented at 

Nationals?



Special 
events & 
Activations

• Student experience alongside great competition.

• Partnership that are appropriate for student athletes.

• Survey results tell us that key pieces for the students are:

• Meeting new people

• Interacting with other teams and universities

• Travelling and being part of a team



• Opening ceremony – focus on team captains and Welcome to Country

• Closing ceremony or function 
• poor attendance at the conclusion of Nationals

• Wednesday evening event planning

• Targeted groups within the event – Sports Grad

• Unity Day - #celebrateamate - Wednesday

• RUOK Day - Thursday

• Mascot Race – as part of celebrations for Unity Day

2024 Opportunities



• Everclime is a for-purpose 
sustainability platform, 
unlocking funding to empower 
businesses and individuals to 
contribute to environmental 
conservation and sustainability.

• Led by the Student Advisory 
Council

• Percentage of registration to go 
towards an environmental 
cause.

• SAC focus – Plastic removal 
and sustainable transport 
options

Everclime Partnership



• UniSport Australia recognises that student potential reaches far beyond participation on the field. 

• The 2024 UniSport Nationals - Canberra will provide a number of internship opportunities for students to realise 
their potential through sport in the below areas:

• Special Events and Partnerships Assistant

• Operations Assistant

• Sports Assistant

• Workforce Assistant

• Digital Media Assistant

• 2024 UniSport Nationals – Canberra Volunteers

• Event Crew Volunteer

• Operations Crew Volunteer

• Headquarters Volunteer

• Workforce Volunteer

• Photographer/Videographer Volunteer

• Digital Media Volunteer

• Journalist Volunteer

Workforce Opportunities

https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_b2a9d1f6272f40e488edd4b09b79ed2b.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_10c14fa4ddc8479090e451f6cc018ae0.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_b9b807d06ca64c1a9ccaba58bd5cbd35.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_8ba23fbe8d0a41a0b823592d30ae2dc9.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_c81a1c21471546729fb4c395f6df54a1.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_254e91bf2957489cb97c1f20f3098a4c.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_7e3ad7f1cba247e79bab1a3dcc4d1f70.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_f9350174eb654221b1c2d1ab747b6627.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_c6f7fbd13c6b4c7b8e7ca092c7ed025e.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_a14bf29e5af3454abe12c8f019649c53.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_3978176fc2114e88882b3f14d5a2ff59.pdf
https://www.unisport.com.au/_files/ugd/8e3023_fedc1e8ccd864a44b80f9a3dd92ca22b.pdf


Student Experience 

Outside of the sporting competition
1. What do universities plan and offer their students?
2. What event experiences would you like us to continue?
3. What event experiences would you like to see included in 

the multisport events?



Esports

• League of Legends competition
• Key take aways from 2022 comp – length of 

competitions, incentives to play 
(representing my university low) and the 
regular non- attendance

• Key partners 
•  META can assist with comp management through 

to licencing with Riot Games
• QUT existing competition add a UniSport 

component
• META providing winning teams opportunity to 

compete in the LOL Oceania or similar



Esports Discussion
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